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increase the chances for wounds or scratches of this nature. Clipping teeth, black or white, may injure the lips and gums and thus open the way for infection. Improper feeding has nothing to do with the occurrence of this trouble.
Symptoms
Suckling pigs suffer most. Few farmers pay much attention to sore mouth until the disease gets a good start. The infection may start through cuts from pigs biting one another. Later on the sores begin to form, causing the animals to suck with difficulty, especially if the tongue and inside of the mouth are affected. In such cases the breath of the sick pig is usually foul. The affected pigs will soon refuse to nurse or eat. Some of them will hold their mouths open to relieve the irritation and many show evidence of great thirst. The cooling effect of the water passing over the sores probably is the reason for the desire to drink frequently. If the inside of the mouth and lips are examined, ulcers may be found on the tongue and insides of the cheeks. This condition is very painful and causes the animals much suffering. After a time the pigs lose condition from failure to nurse or take solid food and many actually die of starvation.
Treatment
If the inside of the lips and mouth, cheeks, and tongue are badly ulcerated, treatment is not indicated. Some advocate washing the mouth with a solution made by adding 1 ounce of potassium permanganate to 1 gallon of water. This might be effective in very mild cases.
A few ulcers on the tongue or lips may be scraped to the quick and touched with full strength tincture of iodine. The 10-per-cent solution of nitric acid should not be used inside of the mouth but may be employed on the outer sores of the lips. Mild cases may be treated as described. Pigs with extensive sores should be disposed of, because the treatment requires too much time and the chances are